
 

 

The Pastor’s Pen     
 
 

                          Thank You Windermere 

 

 

 

The bond between a pastor and a congregation is a special one. The congregation looks to their pastor for spiritual guid-
ance, worship leadership, and a vision for the direction of the church. The truth is that any honest pastor probably feels 
a certain degree of inadequacy about that task because he too is human. He too needs spiritual guidance. He needs wor-
ship. He, himself, needs a vision for the future. As much as the congregation depends on their pastor, the pastor depends 
on his congregation. With that in mind as I look back over my last decade with Windermere I am overwhelmed with 
gratitude. 
 
I came to you as a 30 year old, still pretty green as a pastor. I was (and am) zealous and ambitious; characteristics that 
are sometimes helpful, and sometimes not. But you all were patient with me, and kind with me. You supported me as I 
dreamed big. Sometimes my wild ideas worked and sometimes they did not, but you loved me from the first day I 
stepped foot into 104 Windemere Road. I needed encouragement and I received it from your lips, and your heart, and 
your hands. Thank you. 
 
The pandemic was difficult for all of us. It was difficult for me. I did my best to put up a strong and faithful front as 
your pastor, but the truth is I was shaken too. I wondered if our church would ever be the same- I wondered if I was 
actually even connected to my congregation any more. Very few of you knew the emotional struggle I went through at 
that time. But those of you that did know, you supported me and got me through. And even those of you that did not 
know my struggle, you lifted my spirits as slowly but surely you all came back to worship! You did not have to come 
back. Many other churches lost huge portions of their membership, some even shut down. But you came back!! And it 
lifted my spirits and gave me a new strength and hope for these last few years! Thank you! 
 
Brittany and I went through a huge life change when we fostered and adopted Kilaeah and Zayne, and we were not sure 
how the congregation might respond to that. But you embraced them, and in so doing, embraced us! Their adoption re-
minded me of the beautiful reality that every one of us has been adopted through the blood of Jesus into this church 
family. Boy, O boy did that show through as you loved, not just Kilaeah and Zayne, but Brittany and Emma, and, of 
course myself. You made Windermere a family for us. Thank you. 
 
I wish I had time to write individual thank you notes for all the gifts, the cards, the encouragement. You all have indi-
vidually and collectively supported me spiritually, emotionally, financially, and through unparalleled hospitality and 
access to your lives. But if I were to sit down and write everything that needed to be said on every card to every person 
it would take me weeks to appropriately name all of the benefits I have received from your hand. What can I say Win-
dermere except that I thank God for you - for the grace that He has lavished on my through my relationship with you. I 
leave you with my heart filled to the brim with gratitude and love for you. And I hope you all individually hear me as I 
write this to you.  
 
Thank you. Grace and Peace, 
Pastor John. 
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September Ushers:  Ron Stott, Sue Stott,  
Ted Kalnen, Becky Kalnen 
September Liturgists:  9/7 Scottie Coleman,   
9/14 Elizabeth Albritton, 9/21 Bob Stowe,  
9/28 Tom Murray 
 
2025 Committees   
 

Clerk of Session:  Deidre Wood  
Worship – Freyja Lawson, Chair,  
Elder Liaison 
Strengthening the Church – Sue Stott, Chair, 
Brenda Locklear, Elder Liaison 
Finance – Paul Albritton  
Deidre Wood, Elder Liaison 
Property  -  Chair, Mike Edge,  
Elder Liaison, Dan Southerland 
Christian Education — Chair, Cristy Bain,  
Elder Laison, Gary Galloway 
Mission & Service—Becky Kalnen, Chair,  
Tom Hebert, Elder Liaison. 
Children, Youth & Family Events:  
Marilyn Lobough, Chair,  
Nate Bluhm, Elder Liaison 
Minister:   TBA 
Secretary:   Fran King, 910-515-6484,  
email: windermere@bizec.rr.com 
Music Director:   Candace Williams, 791-5966,  
email: towerkat_n_mouse@yahoo.com 
Pre-School Director:   Cristy Bain 791-8290 
email: windpreschool@att.net, 791-8290 
Nursery:   Donna Kaiser, 910-622-4237  
 

 

Identity Statement:   

The mission of Windermere Presbyterian 
Church is to mutually nurture, support and en-
courage one another toward spiritual maturity 
while reaching out to the community in re-
sponse to God’s gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
for the salvation of the world. 

Mission Statement:   

Windermere is committed to making disciples 
who make disciples, and planting churches that 
plant churches. 

For a complete listing of the missionaries and 
missions that Windermere supports, go to the 
church’s website, www.windermerepres.org.  On 
the menu line, click on “More” and then Missions 
and Service. Newsletters from our missionaries are 
also posted keeping us apprised of the work they are 
doing locally and globally. 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 
 
 Wow summer sure flew by fast!  The Prayer Shawl Minis-
try will have a meeting on Thursday,  September 4, 2025 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Laura Cooley Room.  We meet on the first 
and third Thursday of each month.  We welcome anyone 
who would like to knit or crochet prayer shawls to join 
us.  Yarn kits are available for the asking! 
 

Prayer Shawls were blessed by Pastor John 
on Sunday, August 10th.  Betty Griffith com-
mented on how comforting her Prayer Shawl 
has been and was also kind enough to make 
a donation to the Ministry.  The Ministry 
wanted the Pflug Family to have a prayer 
shawl to take with them to Houston, Tex-
as.  The photo speaks for itself, everyone of 
them appreciated their prayer shawl. 
 

Please know that we appreciate the donated yarn we find in 
our basket in the Narthex.  Our ladies are happy to be knit-
ting or crocheting with all kinds of yarn.  Thank you! 
 

84 prayer shawls have been donated to Zimmer Cancer Cen-
ter since last July.  We will be donating another 12 in Sep-
tember.  The patients that receive our shawls absolutely love 
them and wrap themselves during treatments and whenever 
they need comfort and warmth.   
 

Kay and Dottie have been redoing the bulletin board in the 
Narthex.  Please notice the boarder….those are thank you 
notes from recipients!  There is also a Prayer Shawl Request 
form on the bulletin board.  Please feel free to request a 
shawl on the form if you are not able to speak to Dottie or 
Kay. 

Worship Committee—A Prayer for Windermere 
 

We would like to thank God for the blessing of Pastor John 
& his family, his leadership, and their presence among us. 
Our church has grown and flourished under his stewardship 
and we pray that it continues to do so. We are all affected by 
this change, and this transition may be uncomfortable, but it 
will undoubtedly offer the opportunity for God to further 
bless us.  
 

Let us all show patience, perseverance, and trust. May we 
appreciate the many gifts we have been given and continue 
to pray for his grace. May we hope to gain clarity on His 
plan for our church and congregation going forward. May 
we lean upon each other and consider their insight and expe-
rience. May we continue to love Jesus and show each other 
as much affection and mercy as possible, even if that pales in 
comparison to God’s love for us.  
 

Our foundation crosses time and generations and we will 
strive to carry forward with obedience, genuine praise and 
worship for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and continue 
the Great Commission in His name. We pray that our future 
be bright, joyful, and venerated until His ultimate coming 
Glory.    Amen.  
 

Pulpit Schedule for September 2025: 

9/7 - Tom Murray , 9/14 - Matthew Coleman,  
9/21 - Ruel Sample, 9/28 - Tom Murray 

http://www.windermerepres.org


 

 

Mission & Service News  
 

Collection for Operation Christmas Child continues in 
September for school supplies.  The collection basket is in 
the narthex next to the Missions table.  Pens, pencils, cray-
ons, and scissors are a few of the suggested items needed.  
October will be the final collection month and the Youth 
will do an inventory for what is needed to fill the boxes.   
 

Anyone interested in making pillow case dresses for the 
girls to be included in the Operation Christmas Child box-
es, please contact Kayla Orrell, Youth Director. 
 

Mark your calendars!  December 7 will be the Joy Gift 
offering during worship followed by a potluck lunch and 
the grand finale, the children’s Christmas Program.  When 
we give to the Christmas Joy Gift offering, we connect 
with the leaders of our Church – past, present and future.  -
Gifts are used to help students learn and grow in faith at 
Presbyterian related schools and colleges to ensure the fu-
ture while also providing assistance for current and retired 
church workers and their families with critical financial 
needs. 

Wednesday Men’s Bible Study: 
 

Interested in joining the Windermere Men’s Bible 
Study?  We would love to have you.  It’s exciting, it’s en-
couraging, it’s small, and there is still room.  Not to over-
sell it, but this might be the greatest Men’s Bible study 
since Jesus’ studies with His disciples.  We are continuing 
Pastor John’s five week study on the important points of 
Reformed theology in regards to salvation, sometimes re-
ferred to by the acronym TULIP. Please consider joining 
this study.  The group meets on Wednesday mornings at 
10:00 in the Laura Coley room. 

 Jill Casey Memorial Library                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We have added some books to the library pertaining to 
what God is doing in the Middle East. Our visiting mis-
sionary, Sassan T. recommended a book called A Wind In 
the House of Islam: How God is Drawing Muslims 
Around the World to Faith in Jesus Christ. It is in the Top-
ical section with an orange dot. Also, we have Hiding in 
the Light: Why I Risked Everything to Leave Islam and 
Follow Jesus. It is in the Biography section with a sea-
foam-green dot. Don’t forget, the library is in its new loca-
tion at the far end of the narthex, across from the “little” 
kitchen.  

                                       Marilyn Lobough, Librarian 

Preschool September News 

“’Give Thanks to the Lord.”  
1 Chronicles 16:18 

 
Thanking our Savior for a wonderful summer break with my 
family! 
 

 I am super excited to welcome our returning families back to 
Windermere and looking forward to getting to know all our 
new families. Please join me in praying for our staff and fami-
lies as we begin the new year. 
 

 Preschool will start school on Tuesday, September 2nd. We 
still have a few spots in our Fours class and in our twos class. 
I would like to welcome our new Co Twos Teachers, Mrs. Kacy 
Jones and Mrs. Freyja Lawson, and Ms. Abby Crisp our new 
Toddler Assistant. 
 

I am happy to announce that we have added a new classroom 
for the Twos class, and new flooring in the preschool hall. 
Thank you to everyone that helped make this project happen. 
It’s been a whirlwind changing my office, and finding storage 
for supplies/toys. Thank you church family for being patient 
while this transition is taking place.  
 

 Thank you, Windermere Presbyterian church family, for your 
continued support and prayers.   
 
Blessings, Cristy Bain 

            THANK YOU, KAY!                                         

 

A very special thank you to Kay Anson 

for her time and talent knitting items 

for boys and girls that will be includ-

ed in the Operation Christmas Child boxes.  The 

ear warmers and scarfs will help keep them 

warm in the cold months ahead.  We are so ap-

preciative to be able to include a hand made 

item in each of the boxes being sent from Win-

dermere Presbyterian Church. 

 

Mission & Service Committee—Youth Group                    



 

 

Copies of the September Tabletalk  

magazine are now available in the Nar-

thex. This month’s issue continues to focus 

on major doctrines that make up our Chris-

tian faith. 



 

 

The Family Night Farewell for Pastor John and family was 
such a fun evening! Thank you for the delicious dishes and 
the wonderful fellowship. A big thank you to our "grill 
chefs" for enduring the smoke and the heat! We had around 
127 in attendance. Best of luck to the Pflug's as they begin 
this new adventure! Pastor John's leadership has been a 
blessing for the past ten years.  
 

Looking ahead, our next Family Night will be Wednesday, 
September 17th. We’ll enjoy a spaghetti dinner, followed 
by a good old-fashioned hymn sing led by Candy, the choir, 
and the youth. We hope you’ll join us for this special even-
ing of food and song. 
 

We will also celebrate our last Sunday with Pastor John on 
Sunday, August 31st with extra treats at the Gathering Ta-
ble. If you would like to contribute, please sign up at the 
Gathering Table in the narthex. 
 

The Property Committee will be responsible for the Gather-
ing Table in September. 
 

Make plans now to attend our family night dinner on No-
vember 12th as we will be celebrating the Thanksgiving sea-
son.  
 

“To everything there is a season, and a time for every pur-
pose under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

Sue Stott, STC Committee 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S NEWS  
 

Women of the Church End-of-Summer Gathering 
 

The Women of the Church will hold their Fall Gather-
ing Meeting in the Laura Coley Room at 6 PM on 
Tuesday, September 9th.  
 

Dinner will be provided by the church. A small dona-
tion is requested. We will have a quest speaker after 
our dinner Wendy Holtz, a Wilmington Christian 
speaker. Wendy is a writer, teacher and speaker, moth-
er of five, and exceedingly grateful recipient of God's 
grace. Her topic will be "Leaving a Legacy of Faith, 
Hope and Love.”  
 

Please plan to join us for fellowship, dinner and an in-
teresting speaker. A Sign-up sheet will be in the nar-
thex.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S PURPOSE - 
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves:  to nurture our faith through prayer 

and Bible study, to support the mission of the church 
worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to build 
an inclusive, caring community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and wit-
nesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

MUSIC NOTES FOR September 
 

Dear Windermere Family (Congregation - members, friends and visitors) 
 

   September ushers in a new season signalling the end of summer vacation and a return to the fall school schedule for 
many.  Others of us may have new seasons or maybe just a continuation of one day following another.  In our church 
activitity we see a return to schedules for Preschool, Sunday School Classes, Choir rehearsals, Bible Studies, weekly 
fellowship, etc.  For Windermere Presbyterian Church, September ushers in a new season filled with saying goodbyes to 
a blessed decade of pastoral leadership and a new challenge to fill that leadership role. 
 

   We have a strong leadership foundation in our Elders and Session and they will be keeping us updated in the process 
of interim arrangements and pastoral selection. We have a strong Worship Committee that gives me direction and 
welcomes input from the congregation.     
 

   We also have a strong church staff working together in keeping our weekly worship services ongoing.  For our staff, 
communications are extremely important, and that includes communications from our congregation.  Communications 
from Committees, Session and Elders, and Members, Friends, Visitors.  This is a time to not assume anyone knows 
something.  Please be so kind as to share your communication with the appropriate person.  If you do not receive a 
response of any kind, please do not assume your message was dismissed, but check it out further.  This is a time for all 
of us to be patient with each other.  I believe that is what a Christian loving community does when called to work 
together.   
 

   Weekly Adult Choir rehearsals resume on Wednesday, September 3 at 6:00 p.m.  We welcome new voices.  We also 
look forward to leading an Old Fashioned Sing Along for the Family Dinner night on September 17.  Yes, we are taking 
requests!  Please let me know if you have any questions.   
 

Peace,   Candace Williams  Director of Music and Organist   (910-470-2257 mobile./text) 

September Newsletter Notes from Session 

The congregation voted on August 17th to dissolve the 
Pastoral relationship with Pastor John Pflug effective 
September 1st.  The Session met with our Committee on 
Ministry (COM) liaisons who talked the Session 
through the Pastoral transition process.    
 

Next Stated Session Meetings:  Thursday, August 28th 
at 3:00 PM and Thursday, September 18th at 3:00 PM. 



 

 

September 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Labor Day 

Closed 

2 

1st Day of  
Preschool 
 

3 

10 am Men's 
Bible Study  
 
 
 
 
6 pm AA 12 
Step 
6 pm Choir 

4 

10:30 am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl 

5 6 

7 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
 
 
5:45-7:30  
Youth  

8 

12:30 Worship 

Comm. 

 

 

9 

 

4 pm Finance 

Mtg  

6 pm Women of 
the Church  

Dinner /
Fellowship Hall 

10 

10 am Men's 
Bible Study  
11 am  
Missions Mtg 
 
 
6 pm AA 12 
Step 
6 pm Choir 

11 

10:30 am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Quilting 
LC Room 
 
 
2 pm  Property 

12 13 

14 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
5:45-7:30  
Youth  
6 pm Men of 
the Church 
 

15 

1 pm Deacons 

Mtg 

 

5:15 pm 
Strengthening 
the Church 

16 

 

 

17 

10 am Men's 
Bible Study  
 
5:30 pm 
Church Family  
Dinner  
6 pm AA 12 
Step 
6 pm Choir 

18 

10:30  am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl 

19 20 

21 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
 
5:45-7:30  
Youth  

22 23 24 

10 am Men's 
Bible Study  
1:30 pm  
Christian Ed 
 
6 pm AA 12 
Step 
6 pm Choir 

25 

10:30 am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Quilting 
LC Room 

26 27 

8:30 am Meals 
on Wheels 

28 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
 
 
5:45-7:30  
Youth  

29 30     



 

 

                                                         

      PRAYER CONCERNS 
                                

Our Body of Christ 

Trudy Matthews, Janet Casey, Bob Wolfe,  H.C. and 
Wanda Johnston, Ben Faircloth, Allan Nance,  
Bob Obenour, Estelle Link, Jenny King 
 

Our Extended Body of Christ 
Kierstan Wildeboer, The Family of Anne McChessney, Frances 
George,  Norman Hunt, Kenneth Henson, Star M.,  The McGirt 
Family,  The Family of Diane Steinmetz   (Sue Hebert’s sister), 
Kathy Mullen, Our Missionaries 

Who to Call …  

Usher Coordinator     Pam Aherne         609-462-6822  

Communion Coordinator Kay Anson    910-297-1976 

Women of the Church     Ellen Allen      910-392-1274   

Funeral Coordinator     Ellen Allen      910-392-1274 

                                       Becky Kalnen      910-616-0015 

Wedding Coordinator     Dottie Stinson    910-409-0207 

Wednesday Church Family Dinners   

                                                   Sue Stott   910-508-5046 

Meals on Wheels    MaryKay Anson        910-297-5679 

Preschool    Christy Bain                           910-262-4557 

Hands 4 Christ Quilting  Becky Kalnen  910-616-0015 

Church Work Day       Mike Edge           910-622-0632 

Sunday School Coordinator    

Prayer Chain/Care Group  Sue Stott   

windermere4prayers@gmail.com 

Flowers for Sanctuary    Carol Pearson         686-0728 

Transportation         Estelle Link            910-233-2393 

Music Director    Candy Williams          910-313-0243 

Family Promise    Angelique  Mathers    910-200-5944 

Prayer Shawl          Dottie Obenour        910-665-0112 

Please sign up    

for  Meals on Wheels     
8:30 a.m.   

September 27, 2025 
 

  Times you can help with  Meals On Wheels 

Saturday—Preparation 7am to 9:30 am 

Packing  - 9:30 am 

Delivery Pickup—10:00 am to 10:30 am 

Contact Person: MaryKay Anson  

Cell (910)297-5679– ansonm1@ yahoo.com 

         
 
 
 Anniversaries 

Daniel & Yvonne Nance               9/08 

Matthew & Sanica Coleman         9/09 

James & Dottie Stinson                 9/10 

Bob & Dorothy Obenour               9/11 

John & Brittany Pflug                   9/15 

Michael & Diane Lepley               9/16 

Drake & Sue Joyce                        9/19 

Darren & Stephanie  Hoffman       9/20 

Richard & Kay Anson                   9/26 

Roy & Bebe Brewton                    9/26 

      

 

 

Birthdays 

Robert Obenour                             9/02 

Russ Barker                                   9/05 

William  Davis                              9/06 

Lindsay  Smith                              9/11 

Sandra Cerra                                 9/12 

Gary Galloway                             9/15 

Faith Thomas                                9/15 

Amy Bradshaw                             9/17 

Patricia Block                               9/18 

Dawm Murray                              9/18 

Laurie Register                             9/19 

Nicoll Murphy                              9/21 

Laura Smith                                  9/23 

David Williams                            9/25 

Amy Southerland                         9.27 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School Class 
(SALT): 
 

There are three adult Sunday School offerings – all of 
them excellent.  The SALT (Seeking Adults Learning 
Together) class meets in the Narthex Library/Study 
room at 8:45.  It offers a variety of biblical centered 
DVD series with lively discussion included.  Not to 
oversell it, but this might be the greatest Sunday School 
class since the Apostle Paul’s class in Ephesus.  It’s a 
new month, how about joining a new Sunday School 
Class.  If not ours, there are two others you could try. 
They all have empty chairs, and you are guaranteed to 
grow in the Lord from it.  Think about it; or just come 
and try it out! 



 

 

Windermere Presbyterian Church       
104 Windemere Road 
Wilmington, NC 28405 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Telephone: 910-791-5966 
Email: windermere@bizec.rr.com  
Website: www.windermerepres.org. 
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Welcome  

to Windermere 
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